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Synopsis

Scandinavia is the epitome of cool: we fill our homes with Nordic furniture; we envy their humane
social welfare system and their healthy outdoor lifestyle; we glut ourselves on their crime fiction;
even their strangely attractive melancholia seems to express a stoic, commonsensical acceptance
of life’s vicissitudes. But how valid is this outsider’s view of Scandinavia, and how accurate is our
picture of life in Scandinavia today? Scandinavians follows a chronological progression across the
Northern centuries: the Vendel era of Swedish prehistory; the age of the Vikings; the Christian
conversions of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and Iceland; the unified Scandinavian state of the late
Middle Ages; the sea-change of the Reformation; the kingdom of Denmark-Norway; King Gustav
Adolphus and the age of Sweden’s greatness; the cultural golden age of Ibsen, Strindberg, and
Munch; the impact of the Second World War; Scandinavia’s postwar social democratic nirvana; and

the terror attacks of Anders Behring Breivik.
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Customer Reviews

"A delightful history in which the author truly captures 'the soul of the North.”™ ---Kirkus

Robert Ferguson is the author of the literary biographies Enigma: The Life of Knut Hamsen and
Henrik Ibsen: A New Biography.Michael Page has been recording audiobooks since 1984 and has
over two hundred audiobooks to his credit. He has won several AudioFile Earphones Awards,
including for The Lies of Locke Lamora by Scott Lynch. A professional actor, Michael is currently a

professor of theater at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan.



This in-depth exploration of Scandinavian culture over several centuries is thoroughly researched.
The content is interspersed with the British author’'s experiences and conversations with people in

Denmark, Norway and Sweden (where he lives).

Insightful and good read

Wonderful book - insightful & a great read!

Much of the text was about individuals the author came to know. It was too personal for my taste. |
think the book title was misleading in that | expected the book to be about the culture of the Nordic

people rather than about personal acquaintances.

Great book at a really great price! Thank you!
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